Grammar and exercises

Chapter 9

The genitive case (= of)
Now you must learn the genitive case, e.g.

puell-ae mater the mother of the girl or the girl’s mother
puer-i pater the father of the boy or the boy’s father.

The endings of the genitive case for the three declensions are:

1st declension 2nd declension
singular puell-ae colon-1

of the girl, the girl’s of the farmer, the farmer’s
plural puell-drum colon-orum

of the girls, the girls’ of the farmers, the farmers’

3rd declension

consonant stems i- stems
singular ~ rég-is - nav-is

of the king, the king’s of the ship, the ship’s
plural rég-um nav-ium

of the kings, the kings’ of the ships, the ships’

Note that i- stems keep the i in the genitive plural.

'MEMENTO. Useful tip: if you remove the genitive endmg from 3rd declensmn nouns you are
- left with the stem, e. g reg-ls stem reg camlt -8, stem comlt- &

The noun in the genitive usually depends on another noun, the genitive + noun forming one phrase;
as in English, it may come before or after the noun it belongs to, e.g. coloni ager = ager coloni
(the farmer’s field = the field of the farmer).

The possessive genitive

The commonest use of the genitive case is to express possession, e.g. patris ager father’s field =
the field belonging to father.

Translate the following phrases

Horatiae mater, Quintl pater, Graecdrum principgs, portae urbis, naves régum,
prorae (the prows) navium, multt Trdiandrum, paucae feminarum.

(The last two phrases illustrate a different use of the genitive, called the partitive genitive;
this also will be translated ‘of".)

Exercise 9.1
Put the words in parentheses into the genitive case and translate

1 puella fabulam (mater) laeta audit.
2 magister tabulas (puerl) spectat.
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Quintus ad (pater) agrum celeriter currit.
colonus clamérés (feminae) audire non potest.
multi (principés) in urbem fugere cupiunt.

pauci (Troiani) fortiter pugnant.

Hector ter fugit circum miirds (urbs).

omnés Troiani (Hector) mortem lugent (mourn).
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Adverbs

Adverbs are usually attached to verbs and tell you how the action of the verb is performed, e.g.
We are walking slowly lenté ambulamus.
Adverbs never change their form.
Many adverbs are formed from adjectives; from bonus type adjectives,
they are formed by changing -us to -€, e.g.
lent-us slow  lent-& slowly
mal-us bad mal-e badly
(N3 bon-us good but ben-e well).
3rd declension adjectives usually form adverbs by adding -ter to the stem:
fortis brave fortiter bravely
celer quick celeriter quickly.

There are many adverbs which are not formed from adjectives, such as:

diti for a long time numquam never semper always
mox soon subitd suddenly hiic hither, (to) here
vix scarcely iam now, already ciir? why?
umquam ever tandem at last quandd? when?

Exercise 9.2

In the following sentences fill in the blank with an appropriate adverb from the list below and
translate

1 = pugnate, amicl, urbemque capite.
veni — , Quinte; pater t& — exspectat.
laborate — , puerl; magister nos spectat.
Decimus litteras — scribit; asinus est.
clir — ambulas, Quinte? — non festinas?

AW

lenté, male, hic, diligenter, cur? did, fortiter

Exercise 9.3

Translate the following verb forms

1 capere 6 abite 11 vincite
2 capimus 7 abeunt 12 vincd
3 cape 8 abire 13 vincere
4 capis 9 abitis 14 vincis
5 capid 10 abi 15 vincunt
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